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GRAY WHALES COUNT

4 JAINT RESEAARCH ANO EDUCATION PROJECT OF
AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY-CHANNEL IELANDS, CA 4

CASCACIA RESEARCH COLLECTIVE, OLYMEIA, WA

My name is Michael H. Smith, and 1am Project Courdinaror of Gray Whales Count, 2

CALIFDRI A STATE Lands COMMISSION

Veeoco ELLWoOD MARINE TERMINAL LEieE joint research and education project of the American Cetacean Sociery—Channel Islands,
RENEWAL DRAFT E.R ) prol 5
NEW, TE . 'y . . . v .
in California and Cascadia Research Callective, Olympia, Washingron.
PUBLIT COMMENT
el Erd VAl S BTH MU CEHTEN While I have only just begun to examine chis drafr EIR, [ will address b|JLCIhC ixsues in

writing ar a later dme. Now, however, [ wane o oller to share—chrough whatever means
is practical—onir data and observarions from cur scienrific surveys w more fully represenr
currene, T'n'"'IIlL I|1.-imm.i| AC[I\’H’} |n l’l'lt dfel nl lj!L’ \UI](N’.(! Pl'(]l(.cl'.

2006 Aug 30
Our primary, research objective is 1o creare baseline dara from Coal Ol Poine in che Sanea

Barhara Channel chrough annual surveys of the noriibound migration of gray wiales
al ¢ nrudur for the whales

it order to assess the use and nacure of wha may be a eritic
through this region. Furthermore, we inrend ra share our daz wich # nenvark of olserva-

nan stations Alnnn the California coast and, through combined amalysis, our dat may
llulp to dl\tlllgl!lﬁh rouce choices und, possibly, allow far more accuriwe assessments of
eors that atTea gray whales. They are no longer listed as endangered. yer they remain a

'mpnl aion ar risk.
Our initial survey in 2005 spanned 100 dags from January 29 thraugh May B Wl
&l 2600, we

permitiing we were on starion six hours a4 day, seven days 2 we
our coverage ta cight hours per day from Jameary 28 through May 14: 107 da

Through comparative analysis of our 2000 Count, we estimace thar 2,833 pray wlil
calves migraced north through the nearshase of die Sania Barhara Channel,

including 618
rast Caal Qif Poinr.

To addition, we saw 34 southbonnd, gray whalos, including ua wall hors on-rante. firiher
up the Calitornia coasr. Incidenmally, one of those sauthboundds breached five imes in
frant of Coal Ol Paine. Twe and a hall hours Lier pase Sanca Rarhara Poing, it Dieached

amain and landed an a baar,

GWC-1

W also observed many resident animals and visicors thar de pend on Channel resourees
far foad, We saw barrlenase dolphins almest every dav. [In March, April, and My s
les near and beyond Platform H Inlly And, on owelve daps we save a sea

- humpback wh:
orrer, usually in the elp off sl Vista,

A pair of harhor sealy were regular visicors 1o the Poine chroughour this years’ survey;

and we saw many, many sea Imm resting on the barge buays and foraging in the waers
allaround Coal Ol Poinr, - Vsurprise was o Northern elephan seal bohbing in the suef,
right in fionc of us. Iris apparent chac this is 1 very rich feedling area For all these animals,
llldlliiilh' migrating wrav whales, which have been abserved feedi g on mysids in che
kel T hc. shelier is viral ro some: we regularly see calves nrsing on all sides ot the Poin,

pardcnlarly wwards Sands and Ellwood beaches. where rhe calves are enjoying hibitar

MiSHAEL H SmiTn
"RCJECT COUNDINATOR
21Y W GUTIERREZ 5T
STuoiu 8 resnUrces.
SANTA BARBaARA. CA 83101

Usa Here o geean deal of life depends on these resoucces and has, o a degree, coexisted unil
aow with the recreational, commercial. and indusrial dev clopment of the arca.

GRAVS-H-BLUESSCON.NET
1805) 451-4600 modiLLD
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CALIFOANIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION The gray whales and marine mammals are the focus of our research, and we take note of
VANOCO ELLworD MARINE TERMINAL LEASE hazards and theeas o their well being. Accordingly, we make note of behuvior changes,
REMNEWAL ORAFT EIR . : -

r, In some cases, no behavior change.,
PuBLIC CorMmMENT
RELETSILEVEAMUINITY CenTen Presently, our research daes nor include acousric sampling; and so we have not been able

te quanfy the impact of noise. It muse be considerable,

We have seen of all types of vessels from kayaks ro research ships, kelp harvesters o

lobster boats, and jet slis 1o Venocn's oil barge. Just abour every day, we recorded whale
warching boats and crew hoacs servicing e ail plattorm, and on at leasr two occasions
we watched those crew bouts doing a lirrle whale watching with loads of non-crew pas-
seugers. We also waiched helicaprers purposely hovering under one hundred feer above

racE 2 whales, dolphins, and sea lions.

2006 Aug 30

Sume acrivity is clearly harassment, Some is prabably unintentional. [ appears thar some

people do not know the animals are there.

= off Coal il Puinc only
28 Apr 1% and May 1),
s Iransports: an

My records of the ail barge are unofiicial, but | noced the ha
5 dimes during our fifteen-week survey (Feb. 73 Mar. 13: Mar,
The EIR says thac during the same time periad, rhere could be 25 by

SHOMNGUS increase.

Berween the buoys, the harge is a tormidable presence, and it oy be more so artiving
and departing with powerful support vesiels etfectively dominaring rhe passage beoween
Hally ant dhe share and hlacking the patl of the migrartion through the nearshore.

hore to escort dicir ealves

Itis believed that s reason grav-whale cows choose the ne
nerth is avoidance of killer whales, 1o April, 2 cow/ealf’ pair swinming thrangh the mid-
Channel was arracked by a pod of killer whales, juse five miles-or-so olfshore of Hally.
With substantially increased barge tathic in dhie nearshore combined with active drilling,
GWC-2 surely one resule will be more gray whales detouring ouside Hally, inta the ringe of Killer

wlhiales.

Incieased ail production does require additional means t capture and transpore the oil,
More oil owing throngh pipelines andfor ferried by harges dirough the nesrshore seemy
to erease the risk of o catascrophic spill inan area that serves as a major migration path
for gray whales. It is an arca reeming with wildlife. including proteceed. marine maminals.

dependent npon these resonrces for food and halvic,

Thank you for this opporrunig. And, | louk forward 10 sharing our dara.

Sincerely,

Michael H., Smirh
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET 11: GRAY WHALES COUNT

GWC-1

GWC-2

Discussion of the various marine mammals expected to occur both
seasonally and year-round within the Channel is contained in Section
4.5, Biological Resources. Additional information regarding the 2006
gray whale counts off Coal Oil Point has been added to the text of this
section.

Impacts to marine mammals and sea turtles resulting from increases in
vessel traffic are considered potentially significant. They are addressed
in Impact BIO-5. Implementation of MM BIO-5a will minimize the risk of
marine mammal and turtle encounters and collisions with the barge and
supply vessels; however, impacts to marine mammals and turtles from
marine traffic will still remain significant.

Although the frequency of an oil spill, due to additional barge traffic,
would increase for the proposed Project, spill volumes would remain the
same. Impacts to marine biota, including gray whales and other marine
mammals that could result from an oil spill are considered significant,
and are addressed in Impact BIO-1.
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